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‘Adoration of the Shepherds,’’ Hugo van der Goes i 


SONG OF JOY! 


Christmas again! 
Once more in faith let us return 
To that most holy night. i 
Ah, let us lay aside all thoughts of care, 
All weight of sin, 
As we find there 
In Bethl’em’s manger, Christ, 
The Savior of the world, 
God’s precious Lamb, 
His Christmas Gift to you and me 
And all mankind! 


With holy reverence let us come, 
In pious adoration kneel before Him, 
Again we hear 
The angels’ song 
Of joy and peace, good will to men, 
Glory to God! 
And as we hearken, may we learn anew 
Why angels then and even now 
Sing with such joy! 


Oh, let us sinners cleansed, redeemed 
By God’s dear Lamb, e’en now with 
angels sing 
Our song of praise 
To Christ the King 
Through endless days, 
For then, at last, through saving grace 
alone 
We'll join the heavenly host around the 
Throne 
And in His presence 
Sing the everlasting song of joy! 


Edith E. Fischer 


The family of Rev. and Mrs. R. Mittelstaedt 

trims its Christmas tree with roses from the 

garden of the parsonage at Tujunga, Calif. 

The children are Robert, 9; Alan, 6 months; 

Lois, 5; Mary, 6; and Ruth, 10. Pastor Mittel- 

staedt edits the Southern California District 
Edition of the WITNESS 


Seasonal 
forms 


THE MARINER’S CHRISTMAS 


“Glory to God in the highest,” he read — 


“What sickly lad has lately joined our crew 


And tortures us with holy words anew? 


He takes the Book and minds his endless pray’rs * 


To leave us to the elements and cares 
That he might keep his late canonical!” 


Thus crewmen jest and finish with a curse; * 
For nights like this make answers rude and terse. 
Though on the shore ’tis “Silent, Holy Night,” 


Upon the deck a gray, despairing sight! 


What monstrous night, as long as God’s eternity! 


Can seamen on their laggard voyage keep 


The festival while waves unruly rule the deep? 


“And on the earth, then, peace,” he read — 


The crewmen sneer in argument to say: d 
“What peace, what joy, what shred of glory, pray, % 
Upon this battered hulk, a vessel derelict? 7 
What rest and peace for us, all lost, adrift, 
Who feel the wrath of God in consequence?” 


Could there be carols as they felt the worst 
And feared their ship was Cherem, “God-accursed’’? 


The reader said: “They came and found the Child!” 
The crewmen paused and heard that voice within 


Ask God for mercy for the wasted years of sin: 
“O Child of heaven, newly born, now grant to me 


Thy safest passage on th’ eternal sea!” 


The crewmen stared within io find the one 
Whose voice had pleaded with the Virgin’s Son. 
Ashamed, the crewmen saw the captain, bent 
O’er yellowed map and chart and Testament, 
shores at last! 


Walcemar B. Streufert 


A mariner arrived at heaven’s 


Tenween = 
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me Gerson, 


WATCH NIGHT PRAYE 


(2 Kines 20:1-11) 


Though all the world in armed array 
Its readied sentries proudly sends, 

Thou viewest them as mortal clay 
For whom another year now en 


As Judah’s trembling king of old 
Repentant prayed for added years 

We live each day in sighs untold 
And ask Thy mercy in our fears.’ 


Oh, touch us with Thy healing hand, 
And bear away our varied ills! — 
Then help us yield to Thy command 
And do whatever Jesus wills! 


Waldemar B. Streufert 


“THE MIGHTY GOD” 


When Mary’s little helpless Son 
Lay sleeping in the stall, 

It took strong faith to see in Him 
The Savior of us all. 


To see in Him “the Mighty God,” 

Of whom the prophets spoke, 

That He should come into the world 
To bear for us sin’s yoke. 


That “In Him dwelt the fullness of 
The Godhead bodily,” 

Who by His voice could raise the de 
And make the blind to see, 


Whose Word could drive the demons o 
Could make the deaf to hear, 
Cleanse lepers, heal the sick, diseased, 
And bring them peace and cheer. 


May we in faith embrace Him now 
And never doubt His Word 

That He who in the manger lay 
Is truly Christ the Lord. 


Marie C. Turk 
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Ye Know the Grace 


+ of Our Lord 


ao Jesus Christ 


How wonderful it is to grasp the 
aning of Christmas: To know the 
ce of the Lord Jesus Christ. To 
ww it from the Holy Scriptures. To 
ww it from personal experience. 


ie 
KK 


Who is He? The Son of God. The 
irce of all. The Power by whom 
things were made. The Proprietor 
things in heaven, and things in 
th, and things under the earth. 

He was rich, not in material 
sessions but in glory and blessed- 
s. He “thought it not robbery to 
=qual with God,” for He was Very 
1 of Very God. Blessing and glory 
wisdom and thanksgiving and 
or and power and might were His. 


He Was Rich 


-+ He Became Poor 


Some artists picture angels hover- 
over the Holy Infant who was 
in a manger at Bethlehem. But 
Bible does not indicate the visible 
sence of God’s ministering spirits 
on the Lord of lords was made in 
likeness of men. 

Poverty was in evidence there, 
divine honor and glory. When 
us took upon Him the form of a 
vant, He became poor. 

He was poor, not because He was 
n in a bare stable, lived and died 
soverty, but because He emptied 
iself of His glory. 
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“He hath a devil and is mad,” said 
some of the people who heard His 
words. The churchmen of His day 
hated Him. He was a menace. He 
had to go! “Crucify him!” 

And on the cross God dealt with 
Him as the sum total of the wicked- 
ness of all mankind. God heaped on 
His Son the iniquity committed since 
the fall of man until the end of time. 


hk 
xX 


Why did He impoverish Himself, 
strip Himself of His divine riches? 

He did it for your sakes, for you! 

“Unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord,” said the angel to the 
shepherds when the fullness of the 
time had come for God to send forth 
His Son. 

“I go to prepare a place for you,” 


For Your Sakes 


He told the disciples when He stilled 


the tempest in their hearts. 

“Take, eat,” He said on the night 
in which He was betrayed. “This is 
My body, which is given for you.” 

For your sakes He became poor. 
You were the “lost,” outcasts, exiled 
from the kingdom of God. From the 
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day Jesus was wrapped in swaddling 
clothes to the day His limp body was 
wrapped in a clean linen cloth and 
laid in a tomb, He became poor for 
your sakes. 


a. That Ye 
Through His Poverty 


KX Might Be Rich 


Can a pauper make men rich? 
Can one who owned no home, no 
beast of burden, no vineyard, no 
tomb, bequeath wealth? 

Jesus enriched the world. The 
world was lost then, as it is now. 
Restless. Confused. At war with God 
and with itself. 

Jesus seeks the lost, seeks until 
He finds. He gives rest to weary 
souls. He not only leads the way out 
of confusion; He is the Way. And He 
has made peace with God. 

How so? To God He presented His 
perfect life a living sacrifice for sin. 
His precious blood made amends for 
the iniquity of all sinners. For God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself. 

Whosoever believes in Jesus is 
rich — rich in favor with God, rich in 
peace, rich in hope, rich in life itself, 
the abundant life. 


\ | AM aly My Lz 
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How Much Do We Know? 


By TITUS LANG 
Pastor, St. James’ Church, Quincy, III. 


Lutheran university student 
one day asked his pastor for a 
scientific explanation of the 


Holy Trinity. There was nothing new 
in this request. Intelligent Christians 
have always sought to understand 
the great things of God. Is that possi- 
ble by human reason and knowledge? 


Human Knowledge 


How much human knowledge do 
we have? How much do we know 
even of earthly things? Jesus, refer- 
ring to earthly things, said to Nicode- 
mus: “The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh and whither it goeth.” Now, 
we know some things about the wind. 
In fact, from meteorology we know a 
good deal more about it today than 
Nicodemus did. We believe what we 
know from human observation and 
experiment. And yet we know very 
little even about the wind. 

So it is with other earthly things. 
From observation, study, and experi- 
ence we have gained a store of earthly 
knowledge. We have made much 
progress since the day when Cain, the 
son of Adam, began to till the soil, 
and Abel, his brother, tended his 
sheep; since the time of Jubal, who 
invented the first musical instru- 
ments, and of Tubal-cain, the first 
artisan in bronze and iron. We have 
advanced beyond the oxcart and the 
horse and buggy and now ride in com- 
fortable cars and fast-moving trains 
across the land and rush through the 
skies in high-powered jet planes. We 
no longer cross the seas in rowboats 
and sailships, but in stately, fast- 
moving, diesel-powered vessels. We 
have discovered the wonderful pow- 
ers and functions of electricity, radio, 
and television. We are exploring the 
universe. Marvelous advances have 
been achieved in medicine and sur- 
gery. Engineers have produced 
mighty constructions. And we are 
now familiar with atomic energy. 

Yes, we have become wise in the 
knowledge of earthly things, and yet 
we know little of all that may be 
known. Man has discovered many 
things, but no one has ever made a 
tree or fashioned a rose. We use 
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Intelligent Christians 
have always sought to 
understand the great 
things of God 


electricity every day, but no one 
knows what it is. We cannot define 
life or solve the mystery of death. 
True, the human knowledge we pos- 
sess may add to our enjoyment for 
our life here on earth, but the ques- 
tion for us Christians is: Does it help 
us to understand heavenly things? 
To what extent can we use human 
knowledge in our religious life? 


The Relation of Human 
Knowledge to Christian Faith 


Christian faith is described in the 


Bible as “the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” To have assurance and 


conviction of these things in which 
we believe, we must have knowledge 
of them. “How shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard?” 
says the apostle, and, “So, then, faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.” On the basis of the 
Corinthians’ knowledge of the Word of 
God, St. Paul appeals to them: “Judge 
ye what I say.” In order to judge 
things with assurance and conviction, 
we must know them. And since the 
only source of religious truth is the 
Word of God as revealed in the Bible, 
we must know our Bible. We must 
be able to hear God’s Word with un- 
derstanding and read it with benefit. 


So, then, we must know and un- 
derstand the language of the Bible. 
We must use our human knowledge 
to compare Scripture with Scripture, 
to analyze and to clarify difficult por- 


tions in the light of clear passages. 


We should know how to use various 
Bible helps and commentaries. For 
a better understanding of Scripture 
we should have some knowledge -of 
geography and history. We should 
knov’ our own sinful nature and the 
righteousness and holiness of God, 
know that He hates and punishes sin. 
We use human knowledge to study 
the original languages in which the 
Scriptures were written, so that we 
may have a correct translation. We 
use human reason and judgment to 
detect misinterpretation of the Bible 
and to correct false doctrines. 


And we should know how to show 
our Christian faith in our life, how 
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to let our light so shine before m 
that they may see our good wor 
and glorify our Father which is 
heaven. Our knowledge of Scriptu 
should be “profitable for doctrine, f 
reproof, for correction, for instru 
tion in righteousness.” We shou 
know how to use our time, talen 
and treasures in the service of G 
for the building of His kingdom. 
good stewards of the grace of God 
should use our knowledge and o 
intelligence in our business, profe 
sion, and work to glorify God. Th 
in many ways we can and shou 
make use of our human knowled 
in Christian faith. However, th 
knowledge is limited. For the re 
foundation of our faith is in “thin 
not seen,” the unsearchable and u 
limited wisdom and knowledge « 


God. 
The Mysteries of God 


“Who hath known the mind of th 
Lord? Or who hath been His counse 
lor?” Rom. 11:34. The works and th 
ways of God surpass all huma 
knowledge. “Natural man receivet 
not the things. of the Spirit of Go 
for they are foolishness unto hin 


neither can he know them, becaus 


they are spiritually discerned.” 1Co 
2:14. The doctrine of the Holy Trin 
ity, the person of Christ, the God 
Man, His virgin birth, His work « 
redemption through suffering an 
death on the cross, His resurrectio1 
the working of the Holy Spirit, ho 
man is born again through Holy Bap 
tism, is brought to faith through th 
Gospel, receives Christ’s body an 
blood in the Lord’s Supper, and re 
ceives everlasting life in heaven, a 
these things are mysteries which ot 
human reason does not understan 
It considers them foolishness. The: 
mysteries of God are articles of fait 
We do not understand them, but ¢ 
Christians we accept them in fait 
as the Holy Spirit has revealed the 
to us in the Gospel. Not by huma 


_reason or speculation, but by fait 


we rejoice in the knowledge and i 
the assured hope of our salvatio 
through Jesus Christ, our Savio 
and glorify God, who has brought 1 
oe of darkness into His marvelo 
ight. 
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Suppose By H. F. Wind, Executive Secretary, Department of Social Welfare 


uppose you were little Mary Ann. 

1 see, Mary Ann is an orphaned, homeless child. 
iou were Mary Ann, 

at would you want for Christmas? 


* 


pose you were Grandma Jones. 

1 see, Grandma Jones is a destitute and lonely widow. 
ow were Grandma Jones, 

at would you want for Christmas? 


* 


pose you were lying sick and alone in a hospital ward 
yn Christmas Eve. 
at would you want for Christmas? 


* 


uldn’t you want a happy home if you were Mary Ann? 
uldn’t you want security and friends if you were 
Grandma Jones? 

uldn’t you long for comfort and peace if you were 
ying sick in a hospital ward on Christmas Eve? 


* 


-a happy home, security, and friends alone don’t make 
a truly happy and blessed Christmas. 

re must also be the assurance of the birth of the 
Savior from sin. 

without Him there would be no Christmas at all. 


Lutheran agencies help the 
lonely aged 


Me ea 
You can really help Mary Ann and many other girls 
boys find happy, Christian homes if you will join If you were an orphan, 
1 many fellow Christians in the work of our Lutheran what would you want 
d-care agencies. Other Lutheran agencies help fam- for Christmas? 


in distress; again others provide care and an educa- 
for mentally retarded or blind or deaf children. 


* 


You can really help Grandma Jones and many thou- 
ls of aging people by supporting the services to the 
ig which many Lutheran agencies are offering. These 
‘ices are many and varied. They range from the Through your gift to the Lu- 
viding of a home in a home for the aged to helpful theran agencies of mercy you 


: ; cae ; support the work of institu- 
aseling and friendly visits paid to lonely aged people. dodel chacicas i hospitals 


* HARRLD M, LAMBERT 


You can bring comfort and hope and cheer to tens 
housands who are sick in hospitals all over our 
try. You can help thousands of other people who 
confined in nursing homes, county homes, jails, 
rmatories, penitentiaries, and other types of institu- 
s by supporting our institutional chaplaincy services. 
y Lutheran hospitals also need your support. 


* 
remember that all Lutheran agencies of mercy serve 
ale in their bodily and spiritual needs. They provide 
es for children, education for the handicapped, 
rity for the aged, comfort for the sick, but they also 
g them the good news of the Savior from sin. 
‘hese agencies all need your help, your gifts, your 
ers, 
Vhy give to them at Christmas time? To glorify your 
or, to express your gratitude over His birth. 
‘he month of our Savior’s birth is “Charity Month” 
ur church calendar. Our whole church, assembled 
onvention in St. Paul, Minn., last summer, recom- 
ded that you support these Lutheran agencies. Give 
- Christmas gift to Jesus through your Lutheran 
cies of mercy! 
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dvent — Christmas. What a glorious 

and blessed season! What marvel- 
ous and important truths for our faith 
and life this season proclaims! What 
a beautiful revelation of the great mys- 
tery of godliness: “God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up 
into glory” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Of course, the greedy and selfish 
world has grossly commercialized also 
this sacred season. Long before Thanks- 
giving Day one could see lampposts 
along the streets decorated with small 
Christmas trees; store windows full of 
toys and tinsel, and all kinds of articles 
to be sold as Christmas gifts. 

The number of customers increases 
from day to day. As Christmas Day 
approaches, those who overlooked some 
things must join the last-minute rush. 
What a mad rush it is! The overcom- 
mercialization of this wonderful season 
tends to undermine the joy of Advent 
and even to mar the true joy of Christ- 
mas. Have you not heard people say: 
“T wish Christmas were past. I am tired 
of this rush-rush-rush”? How can such 
people look forward with joy to the real 
celebration of Christ’s Nativity? 


The Purpose of Advent 


The Advent season is not prescribed 
by God. The church established it. It 
definitely deals with the coming of 
Christ and prepares us to receive Him 
into our hearts. 

During this season we emphasize 
(1) Christ’s lowly coming in the flesh, 
(2) His coming into our hearts by the 
preaching of the Gospel, and (3) His 
coming in majesty and glory on Judg- 
ment Day. 

These emphases are of great im- 
portance and of deep significance. As 
a Christian contemplates these pro- 
found truths, he ever better appreciates 
the wonderful things which God has 
done to save him. Jesus, the infant 
God-Man in Bethlehem’s manger, be- 
comes all the more meaningful for him. 
He realizes that this advent is a part 
of God’s eternal plan for the redemp- 
tion of mankind, and hence for his own 
redemption. The Christian knows how 
desperately he needs it. He therefore 
rejoices in everything which focuses his 
eyes and heart on Bethlehem’s manger. 


The Old Testament Advent 


In the Old Testament, God’s people 
celebrated Advent for 4,000 years. 
They looked forward to the coming of 
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YOUR SYNOD 


THE PRESIDENT 


the Messiah.. He had been promised. 
The golden thread of prophecy runs 
through the fabric of the entire Old 
Testament. I by no means wish to point 
out every strand of that golden thread, 
but for our own preparation for Christ- 
mas it will be well to recall a few of 
the prophecies. 

Immediately after the Fall, even be- 
fore God pronounced the punishment 
for sin on our first parents, He said to 
the serpent (the devil): “I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her Seed 
[Christ]; it shall bruise thy head, and 


Messiah Church, St. Louis 


thou shalt bruise His heel” (Gen. 3:15). 
Later God told Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob that in their Seed (Christ) all 
the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. Still later the dying Jacob told 
Judah that the scepter would not depart 
from his tribe until Shiloh (Christ) 
came. 

We think also of the many refer- 
ences to the promised Savior in the 
psalms and in the books of the proph- 
ets. For example: “Unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder; 
and His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace” 
(Is.9:6); or, “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son and shall call 
His name Immanuel” (Is. 7:14). 

Thus God again and again reminded 
the Children of Israel. When the day 
of fulfillment drew near, the Lord fore- 
told the coming of a forerunner, who 
would prepare the way for the Savior, 
adding these words: “And the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
His temple, even the Messenger of the 
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Covenant, whom ye delight in; beho 
He shall come, saith the Lord of host 
(Mal. 3:1). 


Without Excuse 


Surely Israel had no excuse for 
knowing Christ. God had drawn t 
beautiful line of prophecy from t 
Garden of Eden to Bethlehem. 

There should have been univer: 
rejoicing when the news of Chris 
birth was “made known abroad” by t 
shepherds, who had heard it from t 
lips of God’s angel. 

There should have been eager a 
exciting interest and joy when the Wi 
Men, who had seen His star in the Ea 
came to Jerusalem and inquired ab 
the “new-born King of the Jews.” 
member that Herod called the chi 
priests and scribes of the people 
gether and demanded of them wh 
Christ should be born. These spirit 
leaders of the people again saw t 
golden thread of prophecy. 

They should have shouted for j 
They should have sent messengers 
every part of the Holy Land to her 
the good news. 

They should have welcomed t 
Messiah. There was no excuse wh 
ever for permitting Herod to send t 
Wise Men to Bethlehem — alone. 


Our Preparation for Christmas 
What about you and me? How a 


caught in the maelstrom of the mode 
Christmas rush? Are we complaini 
about the drudgery, the taxing of o 
energies, the drain on our purses? A 
we permitting the commercialization | 
this season to crowd out its spiritualiz 
tion? Do we, like the chief priests ar 
scribes of the people, let others becon 
excited about the birth of the Chri 
Child while we selfishly devote our tin 
and energies to our own interests? — 
In all candor let us ask ourselve 
Have we attended Advent service 
Have we conducted home devotions | 
focus our attention on the birth of tl 
Savior and thus to prepare our heat 
for the right celebration of Christma 
Are we planning to attend service 
Christmas Day, when our pastor 
lead us in spirit to Bethlehem’s man 
to receive the greatest of all gifts, Goc 
Gift, our Savior, and with Him 
assurance of forgiveness, of peace w 
God, yes, of eternal life? God gr: 
that we may crowd our houses of G 
May yours be a blessed Christmas. 
Joun W. BEHNKEN 
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Salvation Is Near 


Psalm 85:9, 10: “Surely His sal- 
tion is nigh them that fear Him, 
at glory may dwell in our land. 
ercy and truth are met together; 
hteousness and peace have kissed 
ch other.” 


“hristmas reveals the heart of God. 
4 On this day, in a unique measure, 
> poured out upon our unworthy 
ce all the plenitude of blessings from 
s rich and full supply. Christmas 
deed shows us what kind of God we 
ve —a God whose love was so 
eat that He freely offered us the 
chest gift of all, His dear and only 
n. 

The psalmist, in our text, sums up 
= whole array of blessings that are 
rs this Christmastide. Salvation 
d glory, mercy and truth, righteous- 
ss and peace — all these God has 
ought to us in His Son. 

In Christ, the eternal Word made 
sh, the psalmist’s prophecy has 
me true: “Surely His salvation is 
xh them that fear Him.” Our sal- 
tion is near indeed — near enough 
r us to kneel at His feet, to hear His 
yrds, to behold His glory. 

Not everyone, alas, feels the near- 
ss of the Christ who came on 
Wistmas. Day. Their eyes are 
nded by the glitter of earth’s tinsel; 
sir ears are deafened by its Babel 
unds; their hearts are charmed by 

pagan allure. 

But His salvation is “nigh them 
at fear Him.” Those who worship 
m alone, those who yield their 
arts to Him, those who trust His 
acious Word —to those the Infant 
rd comes near, and His glory il- 
mines their way. 

Mercy and truth have met in Him. 

Him we see God’s mercy — 
rdoning our sin, binding up our 
yunds, helping us in our needs. In 
im we learn God’s truth, the wis- 
m from on high that reveals His 
acious will. 

In Him “righteousness and peace 
ve kissed each other.” We borrow 
e garb of His righteousness and 
ake His perfection our own. We 
ten to His Gospel of peace and find 
st from the turmoil of life. 

All this is ours this Christmastide, 
irs through faith in the Child. And 
en this faith is a gift of God — His 
iristmas gift to His own. 


Tuomas COATES 


ECEMBER 18, 1956 


oe 


Words of Life 
> 


“And when ye come into a house, 
salute it. And if the house be worthy, 
let your peace come upon it.” 


MATTHEW 10:12, 13 


hen the apostles of Jesus “sa- 

luted,” that is, greeted, a house, 
they used the common Jewish greet- 
ing “Peace be with you!” That 
greeting had no doubt become as 
badly worn a coin as our “Good-by.” 
(Who is still conscious of the “God 
be with ye” in that word?) 

But in the mouth of Jesus’ apostles 
the outline of the word became sharp 
and meaningful again, for the whole 
content of their mission — the near- 
ness of the Kingdom with all the 
freely given blessings of body and 
soul which God the King bestows — 
was concentrated in that word of 
greeting. “Peace” was filled once 
more with the riches it had possessed 
and conveyed in the Old Testament, 
with the thought and the reality of 
wholeness, soundness, health, well- 
being, divinely normal rightness as 
the LORD’S gift to His own and His 
promise to the world. 

There clustered around the word 
the recollection of the Gospel of peace 
which Isaiah had foretold, the procla- 
mation of release from captivity and 
ultimately from all evil. This was the 
covenant of peace of which Ezekiel 
had spoken, that everlasting covenant 
which the Lord would establish when 
His Servant David, the Messiah, 
should be the Shepherd of the whole 
and gathered people of God dwelling 
in security as God’s people with God’s 
sanctuary in their midst. This Servant 
of the Lord was to be bruised for His 
people’s iniquities, so that His -chas- 
tisement spelled peace for His people; 
and the coming of that Prince of 
Peace was to be the dawn of a new 
creation upon a people dwelling in 
the land of the shadow of death. 

On the apostles’ lips the word 
“Peace” was fraught with riches such 
as these — and more: what the Old 
Testament proclaimed as hope and 
promise, they proclaimed as fact and 
fulfillment. 

They were proclaiming what the 
angels in multitudinous and melodious 


ranks had announced to the shep- 


herds: God in the heights of heaven 
is manifested to men and angels in 
the fullness of His glory in that He 
has, by the sending of His Son, created 
peace on earth. 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Table of Duties 


“Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves; for 
they watch for your souls as they that 
must give account, that they may do 
it with joy and not with grief; for that 
is unprofitable for you.” 

HEBREWS: 13:17 


he Lord is here speaking of the 

Christian’s proper attitude toward 
his pastor. He asks for an attitude of 
submission and obedience. When a 
pastor warns his people against certain 
activities and sins, they ought to heed 
his warning. When he encourages 
them to do those things which please 
Jesus, they ought to respond with 
service. 

Why? “Because they watch for 
your souls.” Jesus, who loved you so 
much that He became your Substitute 
on Calvary, is deeply concerned about 
the salvation of your soul. Why do 
you send an older child to help the 
younger child across a dangerous 
street? For the same reason the Lord 
sends a pastor to guide you through 
your earthly pilgrimage to heaven. 

Christ’s shepherds love the Good 
Shepherd whom they serve, they 
love you, and they realize that in the 
Final Judgment Christ will ask them 
to give an account. 

What a joy to a pastor when a 
family appears before the Judgment 
Seat and Christ opens for them the 
gates of eternal bliss! But what sorrow 
when a member who had not heeded 
the warnings of his pastor is denied 
entrance to the realms of everlasting 
happiness. 

The Lord pleads with every church 
member: Obey your pastors so that 
they may give their reports with joy 
and not with grief. Not only is your 
pastor grieved, it “is unprofitable for 
you” when in the Final Judgment you 
are absent from among the saints in 
glory. There is only one other place 
to be! 

Are you “at odds” with your 
pastor? If so, this may mean you 
didn’t want to give him obedience. 
Are you angry because he told you 
the truth, because he refused you the 
Lord’s Supper when you were living 
in sin, or because he asked you to 
change your ways? Then read again 
the passage at the head of this article, 
and remember that this passage of 
Scripture was written by God in deep 
love for you and your soul. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 
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His Hand, Not Ours 


Our Christmas Gospel begins with the words “It came 
to pass” and leads us into that combination of ordinary 
human events with the greatest mystery of all: God made 
manifest in the flesh! 

The systematic plan of Caesar Augustus to take a cen- 
sus of the whole empire, province by province, the schedule 
that put the plan into operation in Palestine just at this 
time, the clause that made it necessary for each male inhabi- 
tant to go home to the house of his father in order to record 
the information required by the government — all these 
were routine procedure, the red tape of a world empire. 

But unconsciously the invincible Augustus was a mere 
instrument in the hand of God. So was the humble car- 
penter of Nazareth, obediently starting out for Bethlehem, 
taking Mary with him because he could not bring himself 
to leave her alone in her present condition. The great and 
the lowly, both were moved by the same invisible hand, 
and together they carried out the divine will. And so it 
came to pass that the Son of God was not born in Nazareth 
but in Bethlehem, as the Lord Himself had spoken by His 
prophets. It came to pass in a seemingly natural way, but 
it was His hand that directed it. 

His hand, not ours, still shapes the course of the power- 
ful and of the lowly. As Christians we look for His hand 
in the world scene. Many a time we shall fail to see it. 
Where is His hand in the scheming Kremlin, in the ex- 
plosive Middle East, in the horrors of Hungary? Are these 
tribulations urgent warnings of the last days? Or are they 
His way of opening up new areas of the world for the 
coming of His Son? 

We do not know the answers to these questions, but 
He does. We shall look for His hand in the affairs of our 
congregations and in our personal lives. Here and there 
we shall see a positive beckoning of His finger and feel the 
firm control of His hand. Someday, perhaps here, perhaps 
only hereafter, we shall see the why of so many problems 
that face us now. Then we shall recognize that it was His 
hand, not ours, that shaped our destiny. 


Is Christmas Coming to You? 


When the first Christmas came to Bethlehem, it did not 
come to many people in that town and in the region round 
about because they either did not know of the miracle 
taking place or did not worship their Savior from sin. 
What a pity! 

When Christmas is celebrated this year in the land of 
the Savior’s birth, Christmas will have come and gone, 
but for many the joy and peace of the festival will not 
be theirs. What a pity! 

What a pity if Christmas 1956 will have come and gone 
and nevertheless have passed us by, if Christmas is only 
the exchange of gifts, the singing of the Christmas music, 
the trimming of the tree, the making much about Santa 
Claus! 

Christmas comes to us when we rejoice in the birth - 
of our Redeemer. Christmas comes to us when the Lord 
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RIALS 


Jesus dwells in our hearts and lives, when we accept th 
Son of God and the Son of Man as our Lord and Savioy 
when His love has brought to us forgiveness. 

“Lord, may Christmas always come to me!” 


Be a Christmas Caroler! 


Some of the more memorable incidents of, Christma 
stem from the singing of the Christmas carols. Singing 
“Silent Night” with only the light of the candles on thé 
Christmas tree is an experience never to be forgotten. Thé¢ 
memory of tramping through the snow and singing “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing” with the Christmas caroler 
makes the joy of Christmas all the more personal. Gather 
ing around the piano in the intimacy of one’s own famil 
and singing “Away in a Manger” heightens the festival joy 

Make this an even happier Christmas for yourself b 
joining in the singing of the beautiful Christmas songs and 
carols. Carol to the sick and the shut-in, lend your voice 
to the singing of the carols in the church service, in the 
home. Be a Christmas caroler! 


God’s Autobiography 


At Christmas time, year after year, we turn again to 
a lovely and very special chapter in God’s autobiography. 
It contains the story of His great love: the giving of His 
only-begotten Son. 

In the far distance, prophets and psalmists foresaw His 
coming, and through their words the promise of a Savior 
gradually dawned upon the world. At Bethlehem this 
promise was fulfilled. 

Through the ages men in all stations of life have read 
this chapter of divine autobiography and have rejoiced 
and believed. . 

In a few days everywhere —the northern world in 
the snowy robes of winter, the southern world at high 
summer — Christmas bells will ring out the Bethlehem 
story once again; they will direct our thoughts and foot- 
steps to our houses of worship to join with Christians 
everywhere in singing the praises of the newborn Savior. 


Invite Him In 


Christmas can be Christmas only if its heart and center 
is Christ. As we make our Christmas preparations, there- 
fore, let us keep this thought uppermost that Christ’s place 
is in the center of our celebration. He stands at the door 
of our heart and seeks entry. 

The story is told of a little boy who had stood for a long 
time gazing at a picture of Christ standing outside a door. 
At length he asked his father: “Daddy, did He get in?” | 

That is the vital question that confronts each of us also. 
If we fail to make room in our heart for Christ, our Christ- 
mas joy at best can be superficial and our happiness as 
fleeting as a Christmas candle or a Christmas tree. Let 
not make the fatal mistake of those of whom it is written: 
“He came unto His own and His own received Him not.’ 
Let us rather invite Him in. 
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LOOSE LEAVES 


Christmas or Xmas? 


How often have you seen Xmas substituted for Christ- 
mas? Too often, I suppose, far too often. 

Is it right to substitute X for Christ, who was born so 
ong ago to save us from our sins? Certainly He is more 
mportant and deserves much more than an X in place of 
dis name. At this time of the year we see Xmas written 
ll over in newspapers, stores. Why? Don’t these people 
snow the reason for Christ in Christmas? Surely they 
ave heard of Christ and the story of His birth. If there 
vere no Christ to put in Christmas, we would all be lost. 

By the way many people celebrate Christmas it would 
nean just as much if it were spelled with an X. Many 
hink of Christmas as a time to send cards, exchange gifts, 
ave large dinners, candies, or a visit to grandmother’s. 
3ut to many it is the most important holiday of all, as it 
hould be, because it is the birthday of our Savior, Jesus 
‘hrist. Lorris HAARBERG 


Christmas 


Christmas! What a busy time of the year this is! The 
eeling of Christmas drifts into the air almost immediately 
fter Thanksgiving. Christmas carols, hymns, and songs 
re heard over the radio and are played continuously until 
he end of the Christmas holidays. Store owners begin 
ecorating their show windows with Christmas decorations 
nd ornaments. The streets are gaily lighted with hun- 
reds of lights. And beautifully decorated trees can be 
een in almost every home. 

The mythical stories of Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer 
nd Frosty the Snowman are repeated again and again, and 
ven a new one is usually added. And, of course, that 
oily old man with the beard, Santa Claus, begins making 
is appearance on the street corners and in the big depart- 
1ent stores. : 

Of course, it is all well and good that everyone is happy 
nd merry at Christmas time, but what are we all so happy 
bout? Is it the birthday of Santa Claus or Rudolph or 
1aybe even Frosty? I should hope not! It is the birthday 
f Jesus Christ, the Savior of all mankind. But how many 
f us even bother to stop and think about why we are re- 
icing? Many of us sadly realize that the true meaning of 
hristmas is lost in the hustle and bustle of our Christmas 
lans. If only everyone would stop to think about that 
rst Christmas almost 2,000 years ago and the humble 
irthplace of our Savior, they would come to realize that 
hristmas is a time to be grateful for the birth of the baby 
esus as the most precious Gift anyone will ever receive! 


VELETA NoRDHAUSEN 


Note: These letters were written by junior high school 
udents and published in the “Wauneta Breeze,” Wauneta, 
ebr., December 22, 1955. Lorris Haarberg is a member of 
edeemer Lutheran Church, and Veleta Nordhausen 
elongs to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Wauneta. 


Society of Sinners 


The church is not an organization of good people; it is 
society of sinners. It is the only organization in human 
ciety that takes sinners into its membership just because 
ey are sinners. It is the only organization that keeps 
1 saying week after week, year after year, age after age, 
Ne have done those things that we ought not to have 
me and left undone ‘those things that we ought to have 
yne.” It lives perpetually on its plea for God’s help and 
rgiveness. — The Pulpit. 
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Whats the Auman? 


Question: If it is permissible to have pool tables in the young 
people’s recreation room, why not also juke boxes, pin- 
ball and bowling machines, and other such devices, as long 
as no prizes are awarded and no gambling takes place? 


Answer: The answer to your question may best 
be given in the words of St.Paul: “All things are 
lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient” 
CL Cor, 6:12). : 

Your inquiry has to do with neutral matters, on 
which the Bible does not give a direct answer. In 
such cases a Christian or a Christian congregation 
must exercise good judgment and consider the effect 
which the use of such things will have on people and 
on the good estate of the church. 

Conceivably the regulated use of pool tables and 
bowling alleys, being games of skill, could be a harm- 
less form of entertainment for our people, as they are 
in many churches. Nor is every use of pin-ball 
machines in itself wrong, although they are of the 
type of entertainment which encourages gambling. 
Their very presence in the church parlor would be 
offensive because of the worldly atmosphere which 
their presence creates. Juke boxes with their of- 
fensive noises and their inane and gushy songs do 
not merit even a moment’s consideration in the 
furnishing of a church parlor. They would at once 
exert a degenerating and offensive effect on those 
who are to be edified by the church. 

Needless to say, any and all devices, no matter 
how entertaining they may appear, should be 
promptly removed from the premises if they lead to 
abuse or offense. 

Anything that is wrong in itself or creates a 
worldly influence should be banned from the church 
premises. It is not expedient for the church to per- 
mit or tolerate such things. 


Question: Are marriages performed by a justice of the 
peace considered legal in our church? 


Answer: Yes. Our state laws authorize such 
services. That makes them legal. Marriage is a civil, 
not a religious estate. Only the government can 
grant authority to perform marriages. Also our 
pastors receive this authorization from their respec- 
tive states. 

This fact, however, should not encourage our 
young people to content themselves with a civil 
marriage ceremony. Marriage is one of our most 
important steps in life. It should be begun in the 
name of Jesus and sanctified by the Word of God 
and prayer. The impressiveness of the religious cere- 
mony and the earnest words of instruction and guid- 
ance spoken by their pastor will be a strong incentive 
for the couple to conduct their married life in a man- 
ner pleasing to God. 

It is difficult to understand why Christian people 
should prefer a civil to a Christian ceremony per- 
formed by their own pastor, unless they have some- 
thing to hide. Ovi or 
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OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 


W. H. SCHLUETER 
TREASURER AND TRUST OFFICER 


CHAS. E. GROERICH 


ASSISTANT TREASURER AND 
ASSISTANT TRUST OFFICER 


Dear Fellow Member in Christ: 


When your income lags behind your needs, you must either cut 
your expenses or increase your income. 

Your Synod faces this situation at this time. Five sixths of 
our current fiscal year has elapsed, and our receipts lag behind 
our needs by $2,615,000. 

Shall we cut_expenses? We wish someone could tell us how 
or where. Our official representatives at the Fiscal Conference 
resolved that we devote $12,900,000 of our money this year to 
build the kingdom of our Savior together. On that basis we have 
been planning and carrying on the work, calling and securing work- 
ers to engage in the building operations with us. Shall we cut 
expenses by cutting the workers’ Salaries, or by cloSing out prom- 
ising projects, or by ceaSing to explore new mission areas? 

That's unthinkable! Particularly in this day when God has blessed 
us so abundantly! 

Shall we increase our income? Increase it enough to cover 
the budget requirements, that is, Supply $4,765,000 between now 
andavonuary, 15, wish 7e 

We have increased our income over last year by $2,573,000. 
Thank God for making our people so willing! A truly God-pleasing 
achievement! But we'll have to continue to increase our income in 
order to reach our "Venture of Faith" goal, a goal which for the 
first time includes our capital items as well as our operational 
needs. 

Surely, this is possible. Though we have only two months to 
do it in, we can do it. If we all pull together and put into 
Kingdom-building service more of the extra financial strength with 
which the Lord has blessed us in 1956, we shall keep all our soul- 
saving activities going at full speed. I'm certain that we still 
subscribe to the Biblical injunction: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might" (Eccl. 9:10). 

Won't you help by putting your might behind our program of 
Kingdom building? Place a generous extra offering in your mission 
envelope, or give it directly to your congregational treasurer. 
Resolve to bring a special gift of love to the King, who "though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor that ye through His 


poverty might be rich." 
Yours in His name, 


Asean aaa 


W. H. Schlueter 


Pacers H 


— «& Keeligious NEWS 


CHAPEL-AUDITORIUM OF VALPARAISO U. DESTROYED BY FIRE. 


A fire which started at midnight November 27 roared through the 93-year-old 


building. No one was injured. A frozen fire hydrant and low water pressure hindered firemen in fighting the blaze. Students rushed hand ex- 
tinguishers but could not avert the catastrophe. The fire started near a doorway in a classroom on the ground floor of the three-story structure, 
housing all the permanent records (in a fireproof vault) of the university along with financial and scholastic reports for the current year. The 
$36,000 organ, the Walter and Anne Hansen Collection of recordings, and $7,000 worth of stage-lighting equipment were destroyed. 


High winds threatened to spread the fire to the library near by. About 400 students formed a book brigade and removed books and furnishings 
from the library. On the roof of the library, students extinguished flying sparks and ash. 


After the fire a large crane knocked the unsafe walls of the auditorium inward. Students cleared the fringe areas of the fire sector. The student 


body instituted a Student Disaster Fund. Total damage in terms of dollars could not be estimated. 


“covered for reasonable replacement costs as recommended by insurance people a year ago.” 


At Princeton U. and the U. of 
Chicago, Reformation vesper services 
were conducted this fall. 

Dr. Richard H. Luecke, pastor of 
the Church of the Messiah, Princeton, 
and the Lutheran campus group spon- 
sored a vesper service November 4 in 
the University Chapel. “The oratorio- 
sermon for three speakers on justi- 
fication by faith, entitled ‘Truth in 
the Inward Parts,’ was an attempt to 
address this doctrine to contemporary 
forms of the religious question present 
in the search for truth and meaning 
in our day. The speakers occupied 
the pulpit, lectern, and the head of 
the chancel steps, and proceeded dia- 
lectically,’ reported Dr. Luecke, 
writer of the sermon and officiant. 

The speakers were Rev. Theodore 
Beiderwieden, Rev. Armin Moeller- 
ing, and Rev. John Damm. David 
Sullivan, ’58, president of the Prince- 
ton Lutheran Student Fellowship, 
was the lector. 

Prof. Richard Wienhorst of Valpa- 
raiso U. wrote the specially com- 
missioned music for this service. 
With brass accompaniment, the choir 
in the gallery and the 2,200 in the 
assembly sang antiphonally Luther’s 
Te Deum. 
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Edward Wojtkowski, graduate 
student at Westminster Choir Col- 
lege and music director at the Church 
of the Messiah, trained the choir and 
brasses. 

Rev. Martin L. Graebner, Lu- 
theran campus pastor at the U. of 
Chicago, described the well-attended 
llth annual Reformation vesper, 
October 26, in the cathedral-sized 
Rockefeller Memorial Chapel as “one 
of the primary Chicago institutions to 
represent our Synod’s_ evangelical 
preaching in a setting of the finest 
Lutheran liturgy and music.” Eiji Ha- 
shimoto played Bach chorale preludes 
on the organ for a half hour preced- 
ing the vesper service. Mr. Hashimoto, 
baptized last year by Chaplain Fred 
Grothe, is one of Japan’s outstanding 
musicians. 


A Lutheran from India is a dele- 
gate to the United Nations. Dr. T. S. 
Paulus, principal of the Andhra 
Christian College in Guntur, India, 
came to New York in November to 
join the Indian delegation to the UN. 
He was formerly secretary of the 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of India, an affiliated church of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 
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Extent of insurance on the auditorium was 


A record total of 23,432 mission- 
aries are serving abroad for 213 Prot- 
estant agencies in the U. S. and 
Canada, according to a survey made 
by the Missionary Research Library. 
The new total more than doubles 
that of 20 years ago, when 11,289 for- 
eign missionaries were listed. 

Despite some semiofficial attempts 
to bar new missionaries from India, 
the research library reported that 
country leads all others in the num- 
ber of American missionaries repre- 
sented, with 2,127 serving there. Next 
are Japan, with 1,562; and the Belgian 
Congo, with 1,195. China, once host 
to 4,492 Protestant missionaries from 
America, now has one, Rev. Paul 
Mackensen of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, who is held in 
prison by the Communists in 
Shanghai. 

Six of every ten missionaries 
abroad are women, the _ survey 
showed, although the number of un- 
married women serving in foreign 
missions has declined. 

The Methodists send the most mis- 
sionaries overseas, accounting for 
1,513. The Seventh-Day Adventists 
have 1,272; the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. A., 1,072; and the Sudan 
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THE PARISH HALL OF GUARDIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH (REV. T. H. VOSS, PASTOR), DEARBORN, 
MICH., opened its doors to the Pleasant Hours Club, an activity sponsored and conducted by the 


Dearborn Department of Parks and Recreation. 
group meets four hours every Monday for recreation and dinner. 


Restricted to residents over the age of 65, the 


Twenty-five came for the first 


meeting in Fellowship Hall. The Detroit News ran a two-page pictorial feature of the program. 


Interior Mission (interdenomina- 
tional), 1,024. 

To finance their missionary en- 
terprises in 1955, some 280 Protestant 
boards and agencies received 130 mil- 
lion dollars, the report stated. Of this 
sum about 100 million was spent 
overseas, the balance being used for 
administration, furloughs, equipment, 
and other expenses at home. 


There were 4,257 rabbis in the 
U.S. at the beginning of 1955, as re- 
ported by Dr. H. S. Linfield, execu- 
tive secretary of the Jewish Statistical 
Bureau. Nearly 2,500 of these rabbis 
officiated in Jewish congregations; 
945 engaged in specialized Jewish 
community work, education, and wel- 
fare. 

In 1927 the number of rabbis in 
the country was 1,751, not including 
those in noncongregational work. 


In East Germany, Communist ef- 
forts to substitute “youth dedication” 
ceremonies for confirmation rites have 
met with only four-per-cent response 
in Saxony, according to the Evan- 
gelische Pressedienst, official news 
bulletin of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. Only 2,000 children of the 
state participated in the Communist 
ceremonies, whereas 49,000 confirmed 
their baptismal vows. 

At an extraordinary session of the 
church body held in Berlin because 
of Communist demands for a “decla- 
ration of loyalty,” the accent was on 
the unity of the Evangelical Church 
in spite of Germany’s political division 
and “methodical repression” of the 
church in East Germany. 


The Pressedienst reported that the 


synod “saw no reason to give a decla- 
ration of loyalty,” because “the state, 
whatever its form, was ordained by 
God to keep order and prevent chaos. 
The church indeed has to respect the 
state and comply with the command 
of Romans 13, but its loyalty is limited 
to the overriding rule that one has to 
obey God rather than man.” 

“The Gospel cannot be coupled to 
any political philosophy,” the state- 
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ment concluded, “and the church can- 
not salve the state’s conscience and 
implicitly sanction all state measures 
wholesale by a formal declaration of 
loyalty.” 

The report condemned the one- 
sided atheistic and the materialistic 
orientation of school teaching, the 
barring of highly gifted children from 
higher education because of their 
religious convictions, and the closing 
of seminaries in East Germany. 
Church periodicals, it was noted, have 
been banned or their editions strictly 
limited. 

The extraordinary session asked 
the East German government to “re- 
vert to the constitutional practice and 
grant the church the corresponding 
freedom, as well as to enter into 
authoritative negotiations with the 
church so as to resolve the situation.” 


Three Lutheran pastors serve the 
8,000 Lutherans in Spain. An anon- 
ymous pastor told the European Mi- 
nority Lutheran Churches’ Confer- 
ence meeting at Semmering, Austria, 
that an estimated 30,000 Spanish Prot- 
estants stand at one of the sharpest 
“forefronts” of witness to their faith 
in the world today. Since 1947 the 
persecution of Protestants in this Ro- 
man Catholic stronghold has grown. 

“Protestants are second-class cit- 
izens in Spain,” he continued. “We 
are not allowed to worship openly. 
Our churches are forbidden to look 
like churches—no towers, religious 
inscriptions, or church windows can 
be used. We had one school for our 
children, but that was closed. 

“Our young people must go 
through much trouble to be married. 
A member of one of our congrega- 
tions had been baptized a Catholic, 
but she had been a Protestant for 
14 years and wanted to marry a Prot- 
estant. This was nearly impossible. 
They tried everything to convince the 
Catholic Church leaders that she 
really was a Protestant. The young 
man even went to the Bishop of Cadiz 
and begged him to excommunicate his 
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fiancée, but the bishop replied he 
would rather see her become a pros- 
titute than a Protestant. They were 
finally married in a Protestant church 
in another city.” 

“We live in a land where the 
words of Christ, ‘Fear not, for I am 
with thee, are a daily guide for our 
lives,” the pastor concluded. 


At headquarters of the Billy Gra- 
ham’ Evangelistic Association in 
Minneapolis the visiting Religious 
Newswriters Association, who re- 
cently met in that city, were told 
that the Graham organization re- 
ceives an average of from 700,000 to 
800,000 pieces of mail a week, and 
that two thirds of its weekly $30,000 
budget comes through business reply 
envelopes sent out in earlier mailings. 
The average contribution is $5. 

Delegates were shown modern fil- 
ing and mailing machines which en- 
able the headquarters to keep in con- 
tinuous contact with supporters and 
converts throughout the world. 


“The Moslems never try to con- 
vert Spain to Islam, but Protestants 
do not always treat our religion with 
respect,” said Bishop Zacarias de 
Vizcarra, spiritual adviser to Spanish 
Catholic Action, writing in Ya, Ma- 
drid Catholic daily. He added that 
the Protestant pastors seem to have 
no other objective than to attack the 
Catholic dogmas which Spaniards 
love and venerate. The Spanish pre- 
late referred to the recent confisca- 
tion of more than 36,000 Protestant 
Bibles and other religious volumes at 
the Madrid headquarters of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. Such 
a large quantity of material, he ob- 
served, “cannot be for the small Prot- 
estant minority and must therefore 
be destined for distribution among 
Catholics.” 


Dying of leukemia, Dr. H. B. Dun- 
can, editor of the Arkansas Baptist, 
told his readers in an editorial, “My 
Rendezvous with Death,” his expe- 
riences and thoughts since he learned 
of his fatal illness. 

After a thorough soul searching, 

the former pastor wrote, he wondered 
‘if death looked different now that it 
was so near to me. Will my life in 
these few weeks be an example of 
what I have preached? Is the coun- 
sel I gave to others adequate for my- 
self?” ; 
He said that he was “now: in the 
eye of the hurricane” and that he was 
under no illusion concerning the dis- 
ease. “The killer is still in my blood 
stream. It is operating quietly at the 
moment but it may start its rampage 
at any moment.” 

Dr. Duncan stated that “the same 
Christ whom I held up as Lord and 
Savior to others in their trials is also 
my comfort and stay. I know in 
whom I believed.” . 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


— = -* 


Congregations of the Lutheran 
Church of Denmark may now admit 
to Holy Communion members of the 
Church of England and the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Scotland, provided 
that the Danish pastor concerned is 
willing to serve the person in ques- 
tion. The Danish Ministry of Church 
Affairs issued to bishops of the Dan- 
ish Church a circular based on a royal 
decree and informing them of the 
establishment of fellowship relations 
between the Churches of Denmark, 
England, and Scotland. 


The General Conference of the 
Methodist Church in Minneapolis ap- 
proved full clergy rights for women 
pastors. Previously the church or- 
dained women as “local preachers” 
and appointed them as supply pas- 
tors. They could administer the Sac- 
raments and perform all other func- 
tions of a male pastor, but they were 
not permitted to become voting mem- 
bers of annual conferences and hence 
could not “demand” an assignment 
from a bishop. In the controversial 
issue of full clergy rights for women, 
the General Conference received 
2,716 memorials. 

With a manpower shortage, the 
church voted to establish two addi- 
tional seminaries during the next 
four years, to expand the 10 present 
theological schools to increase their 
enrollment about 45%, and to in- 
tensify ministerial recruitment cam- 
paigns. The Ohio area and Kansas 
City are suggested sites for the new 
seminaries. 

Methodist men’s clubs have dou- 
bled in number since 1952. A total of 
10,000 clubs has a working member- 


Bi 
MASS, AIR NATIONAL GUARD 


CHAPLAIN (CAPTAIN) FRANK J. BAUER OF THE 126th AAA BATTALION is believed to be the 
first clergyman of the Missouri Synod to conduct a divine service on Boston’s historic Common, 


the oldest public park in America. 


The picture shows Chaplain Bauer leading his military con- 


gregation in prayer, October 28, preceding the largest parade seen in Boston in more than 
35 years. About 17,000 National Guardsmen marched five miles through the Back Bay and the 
Hub to commemorate the reactivation of the 26th (Yankee) Division in 1946. Chaplain Bauer 
is pastor of Wollaston Lutheran Church and School in Quincy. He is one of two Missouri Synod 
chaplains serving the 26th Division, the other being Chaplain (Captain) Martin H. Kretzschmar, 


pastor of Christ Church, Belmont. 


ship of about 450,000. The clubs “seek 
daily Christ’s way of life, to bear wit- 
ness to this in business, and to engage 
in some definite Christian service.” 
Missionaries in India, Africa, 
Europe, Japan, and South America 
telephoned direct reports of their 
work to the annual Conference on 
World Missions sponsored by Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago. Rev. Alan 
Redpath held five-minute conversa- 
tions nightly with the church’s for- 
eign missionaries while the confer- 
ence listened over the auditorium’s 
public address system. It was the 
first time a church had used ampli- 
fied intercontinental telephone calls 
in missionary work, the Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. officials reported. 


AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIRCH RUN, MICH., 22 CHILDREN WERE BAPTIZED November 11. 
Most of these children, ranging in age from several months to 10 years, are from families in 
which one or both parents are in the present adult class. The grownups in the Picture are 
sponsors. Six additional children will receive the Sacrament when their parents, now taking 
instructions, will receive Holy Baptism next spring. The adult class of 24 is instructed Sunday 
mornings. 

“Our congregation in a small town of 800 is usually classed as rural,” Pastor Herbert M. Daenzer 
writes. “The majority of our 200 families are shopworkers. We are located halfway between 
Flint and Saginaw, along the Dixie Highway, 17 miles from either city.’ 
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Moody Church, an independent 
congregation memorializing the work 
of Chicago Evangelist Dwight L. 
Moody, maintains an annual missions 
budget of $170,000. 


In the Netherlands religious affili- 
ation in politics has carried marked 
significance up to the present, but 
for the election this year the Labor 
Party campaigned largely on the 
need to abolish the religious division 
between voters and to make political 
choices on political issues, World 
Around Press reported. 

“The principal explanation for the 
gains of the Labor Party is to be 
sought in the success of the idea that 
our parties should be renewed by 
strengthening their political tenets 
instead of their religious ones,” the 
Nieuw Rotterdamse Courant com- 
mented. 

The Labor Party has 34 seats, a 
gain of four, in the 100 seats of the 
Second Chamber of the General 
States. The Catholic Party has 33 
seats, a gain of three. The confes- 
sional groups emerged weakened by 
the recent electoral struggle with two 
of the traditional Protestant parties — 
the Anti-Revolutionary (with only 10 
seats now) and the Christian Histor- 
ical— losing votes and seats. The 
Communists lost two of their six 
seats. 


Theology must again become the 
“mother of the sciences” if modern 
thought and life are not to be com- 
pletely secularized, said Dr. Eric 
Baker, secretary of the Methodist 
Conference of Great Britain, in an 
address to the third Southeastern 
States Faculty Conference in Mon- 
treat, N. C. He declared that the 
Christian teacher must “stand forth in 
the freedom that boldly exposes the 
limitations of natural science to save 
men from despair and destruction.” 
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Books 


The Church and the Public Conscience. 
By Edgar M. Carlson. Muhlenberg 
Press, Philadelphia, 1956. 104 pp. 
$1.75. 


This volume, of modest price and 
dimensions, is packed with Christian 
counsel for the Christian church member 
who wishes to be a good citizen, and for 
his church as it proposes to do its duty 
toward the community. The author is 
expert in Lutheran theology, especially 
as set forth in contemporary Swedish 
literature, but his point of view is prac- 
tical and his style engaging. 

RiIcHARD R, CAEMMERER 


The Spear. By Louis de Wohl. J. B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, New 
York. 383 pages. $3.95. 


There. must be a thousand novels 
written around the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ —some of them sparkling, most 
of them not. This one, billed as “a bril- 
liant novel of the Crucifixion and a life 
it touched directly,’ reaches middle 
ground. Its author may have been 
pushed a little too much by Lloyd Doug- 
las’ The Robe. Similarities show up in 
title, plot, attack. But somewhere near 
its beginning The Spear fails to ring 
the reality of The Robe. 

Cassius the centurion travels from 
Rome to Jerusalem, into the confusion 
of Pharisees, Sadducees, and their opin- 
ions of “Rabbi Yeshua.” He plunges the 
spear into the Lord’s side but finds the 
. Life offered on the cross and takes it to 
himself. 

This kind of conclusion makes us wish 
De Wohl had got a better start. His 
message stands clear, but his characters 
cannot quite manage to carry it. 


WALTER RIESS 


Beyond Today. By Rolf Thomassen. 
Translated from the Norwegian by 
Torgrim and Lindy Hannaas. Augs- 
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 
Minn. Cloth. $2.50. 


This is the autobiography of a spastic 
paralytic, a leader of the Disabled 
People’s Movement in Norway. He paints 
with his mouth, types with his chin, and 
plays the zither with his mouth. As an 
artist he must express himself, which he 
has done admirably in his paintings and 
in his writings. Also as a Christian he 
must express himself and bear witness of 
the faith that is within him. That, too, he 
does admirably in his writings. His story 
reveals that he has made excellent use of 
the talents which God gave him. It is 
a story full of meaning for all, but espe- 
cially for the afflicted. 

Cart S. MEYER 


Encylopedia of Games. By Doris Ander- 
son. Zondervan Publishing House. 
260 pages. $2.95. 


The purpose of this book is to supply 
a treasure chest’ of sparkling source 
‘tial for all kinds of fun-packed, 
games, stunts, and ideas. 
, Carefully screened for good taste, the 
*games are suitable ‘.r Christian families 
and youth organiz: ‘ons in the church. 
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The Prayers of Jesus. With Meditations 
and Verse for Devotional Use. By 
Ralph Spaulding Cushman. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville. 125 pages, 414 
by 7. $1.75. 


The author from 1922 to 1952 served 
the Methodist Church as bishop. The 
meditations here submitted treat chiefly 
the high-priestly prayer of our Lord. In 
most instances the reviewer could give 
glad and grateful assent to the views ex- 
pressed. Beautiful, fitting pieces of poetry 


are interspersed. 
WILLIAM F.. ARNDT 


Music for the Protestant Church Choir. 


By Dwight Steere. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. 229 pages. 
$4.50. 


In this volume 644 anthems are de- 
scribed and listed by title, first line, 
topic, and occasion. The author, com- 
poser, publisher, likewise necessary 
textual and musical sources, are indi- 
cated, also the voice parts, difficulty, 
and length of each composition. On the 
whole, the music listed is good; how- 
ever, the recommendations made should 
not be accepted blindly and without first 
examining the music carefully and criti- 
cally. The present reviewer is credited 
with having prepared a collection of 
30 carols with which he is not even 
acquainted. Such mistakes are almost 
inevitable in a compilation of this kind. 
The volume is attractively bound and 
offers evidence of much painstaking 


work, 
WALTER FE, BuszIN 


The Word of Life. Scripture Selections 
in Large Print. By Edmund Beaver. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 60 pages. $1.00. 

This booklet, designed to be read and 
handled easily by the aged who have 
failing vision and strength, presents in 
large boldface type well-selected pas- 
sages from the King James Version on 
Christ the Friend, Counselor, Burden 
Bearer, Redeemer, Shepherd and Guide, 
Master and Lord, Refuge and Strength, 
Soul Restorer and Peace. Nine full-page 
color reproductions embellish the booklet. 


Even as You and I. By Nelle Wahler 
Kulow. Wartburg Press, Columbus. 
72 pages. $1.00. 


Only 72 pages, but cleverly written 
and interesting from beginning to end, 
this book deals with the women of the 
Bible, depicting them as human beings, 
sinners all, but saved through faith in 
the promised Savior. The author injects 
that rare thing in a religious story — 
a light, sparkling sense of humor and 
realistic human interest. Women espe- 
cially will enjoy this book, and so, no 
doubt, will many a husband. 

G. L. Winp 


Talks to Teeners. By Leonard Greenway. 
Zondervan Publishing Co. Grand 
Rapids, Mich. $1.00. 

Offers helpful thoughts for devotionals 
at young people’s meetings or for the 
family circle with teen-agers. Catchy 
titles, easy reading, encouragement to 
live the sanctified life. In many of these 
religious talks the youth is not clearly 
warned against sin and its consequences, 
nor is the Savior’s grace and forgiveness 
emphasized. 
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Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: PASTORS 


Barg, Edgar, Zion, Embarrass; St. Peter, near 
Embarrass, Wis., by W. A. Uttech, Nov. 4. 

Brandt, Norman, Walther Memorial, Milwau- 
kee, Wis., as Campus Pastor for Milwaukee 
area by George Beiderwieden, Sr., Nov. 18. 

Britton, William J., Immanuel, Lawrence, 
Kans., by Harold W. Jacobsmeyer, Oct. 21. 

Buchhop, M. J., Redeemer, St. Cloud, Minn., 
by Victor Ostermann, Oct. 21. 

Cordes, Melvin J., Grace, Arlington, Tex., by 
Wesley J. Kuhn, Oct. 7. 

Daum, Harold R., Zion, Blythe, Calif., by G. 
R. Mackensen, Nov. 11. 

Franzmeier, Wilbur, Trinity, Slayton; 
Iona, Minn., by R. L. Bode, Nov. 11. 

Hasz, Martin, St. John, Bridgeton, N. J., by 
Walter A. Reuning, Nov. 4. 

Meichsner, E. T., Immanuel, Garber, Okla., by 
Pres. A. E. Behrend, Nov. 11. 

Schlegel, A. P., St. Matthew, Hamlet, Ind., 
Nov. 11; Immanuel, Tracy, Ind., by N. F. 
Berning, Nov. 18. 

Sheppard, James R., Immanuel, Holloway; Re- 
deemer, Danvers, Minn., by H. T. Wians, 
Nov. 11. 

Sonntag, Martin H., Trinity, Conroy, Iowa, by 
Otto H. Beer, Nov. 11. 

Thalacker, C. L., Trinity, Fort Pierce, Fla., by 
L. C. Gerbhardt, Nov. 11. 

Thies, Siegmund, First, Hanford, Calif., by 
Theodore E. Hoelter, Nov. 11. 

Zill, Marcus T., Our Savior, Joliet, Ill., by 
A. H. Semmann, Nov. 11. 


TEACHERS 


Dozark, Cand. Roger, Immanuel, 
N. Dak., by M. H. Wenzel, Aug. 26. 

Hintz, R. F., Our Redeemer, Houston, Tex., 
by G. W. Fickenscher, Aug. 26. 

Novak, John F., Immanuel, R. 2, Jefferson 
City, Mo., by Arno C. Meyer, Sept. 2. 


Zion, 


Lynch, 


Official Notices 


Rev. George Wyatt has resigned from the 
ministry of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. —H. J. Rrpprs, President, Atlantic Dis- 
trict. 


Rev. Herbert L. Bussman of Albert Lea has 
been appointed Visitor of the Second Circuit, 
Southeast Conference, to succeed Rev. W. A. 
Lemke, who accepted a call elsewhere in the 
District. — H. A. Gamser, President, Minnesota 
District. 


Assignment Notice 


Advance notice is herewith given congrega- 
tions and boards of Synod that the calls and 
applications for next year’s graduates, vicars, 
etc., are to be sent to the District Presidents 
by March 25, 1957. — Water F. LIcHTSINN, 
D.D., Chairman, Board of Assignments. 


Calls for Nominations 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


The Board of Control of St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo., with the approval of the 
Board for Higher Education, hereby issues 
a call for candidates for an associate pro- 
fessorship in the field of Science and Mathe- 
matics. 

Candidates should possess a Master’s De- 
gree in the area to which they are to be 


called, or be able to acquire the essential — 


credits in a short time. ie 

Nominations, together with a statement of 
qualifications, should be sent to the under- 
signed by January 15, 1957. —O. G. TIEMANN, 
Secretary, Board of Control, 202 N. Pine, 
Norborne, Mo. 


Seminario Concordia, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


The Board of Control of Seminario Concor- 
dia, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with the approval 


of Synod’s Board for Missions in North and 


South America, herewith issues a call to the 
congregations of Synod to nominate three 
candidates for the following chairs: (1) Direc- 
tor and Religion; (2) Languages; (3) Science 
and Social Studies at Seminario Concordi 
(preparatory school), one of these professor- 


Ss ee. 


ships to be filled by the director of the school. 


Karkau, Gustav M., 103 Willowdale Dr., 
The candidates must have a teaching com- Buffalo 24, N. Y. 
mand in Portuguese (German and English 
desirable). 


Wessler, Arnold A., 10807 Larkspur Dr., 
I I . St. Louis 23, Mo. 

: c Klingebiel, Robert, 2020 Eighth Ave., N., Zorn, Herbert M., Concordia Seminary, 
: : In selecting the candidates the Grand Forks, N. Dak. Nagercoil, Kanyakumari Dist., 
nominating congregations are urged to choose Klug, Alvin T., 407 South 11th Ave., Madras, India 

men of high Christian ideals who possess the Wausau, Wis. 

apocrine aptitude to teach the branches men- 
ioned. 


sg haan sadaes, a 70 Maplewood Rd., Teachers: 
ittsburgn 9, Pa. Behrens, Ernest J., 6810 Osage, 
Send all nominations and pertinent infor- Kuntz, Werner, Exec. Dir., The Board of Allen Park, Mich. = 
mation regarding candidates by January 8, World Relief, 307 W. Sixth St., Bernthal, Edward H., 2045 Geneva St., 
1957, to Rev. Pauto Hasse, Rua Goncalves Royal Oak, Mich. Racine, Wis. 
Crespo 341, Estacio de Sa, Rio de Janeiro, Lyons, Arthur E., Jr., 1110 W. Austin Ave., Brott, Eugene, 2058 Russell Blvd., 
Brazil. Alamo, Tex. St. Louis 4, Mo. 
Notice Maleske, Harold J., 2244 Walters, Camann, Francis, 118 Selma, 
Northbrook, Ill. Plymouth, Wis. 
Anyone knowing of Lutherans who have Malotky, Arden H., Glen Lake, Minn. Rieck, Gordon, 159th and Oak Park Ave., 
moved or are moving to Manteca, Calif., or McAmis, Robert, Butuan City, P. I. Tinley Park, Il. __ 
vicinity, please send names and addresses to Meyer, Arthur W., Trinity Lutheran Church, Seboldt, Everett G., 558 25th, 
Wits Poccemeter, Vicar, R. 1, Box 2555, 609 Court, St. Joseph, Mich. Hermosa Beach, Calif. ; 
Lathrop, Calif. Meyer, Virgil F., 2513 Palmer, Teschke, Arthur H., 7932 S. Hermitage Ave., 
Texas City, Tex. Chicago 20, Ill. 
Pebler, William C., 8200 James Reed Rd., 
ohare Changes of Address Renses City $3, Mo. 


Acker, Lawrence, D.D., em.., 


Scherer, Prof. Ross P., MR2 — Box 150 
1134 South 90th St., Omaha 14, Nebr. 


Valparaiso, Ind. Notice 
Schlegel, Albert P., Box 84, Hamlet, Ind. ; ne 
Bannon, Prof. Robert, 5518 W. Washington Schroer, Kenneth H., Box 1033, Aurora Rd. 1 age ES Pa ae fom publicns 
Blvd., Milwaukee 8, Wis. and Rockwell, Warrenville, Ill. tion in the LutHeran Witness, books 
Buelow, Julius, Webster, Minn. Schultz, Wilmer A., R.1, Claremont, Minn. for review, and general correspondence 
Constien, Roland H., 2335 Indiana Ave., Schwartz, Ernest W., em., 1540 Lapeer Rd., should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
Connersville, Ind. Lake Orion, Mich. fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5. Mo. 
Dubberke, Edwin, 403 S. Oxford, Seltz, Alfred C., 413 St. Paul, S., i : , 
Wautoma, Wis. Thief River Falls, Minn. Reports of ordinations, installations, 
Frank, Rudolph F., 100 Church St., Strelow, Timothy, 1156 Peavy Rd., dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
Springfield, N. Y. Dallas 18, Tex. of address of pastors and teachers 
Hartman, Omer L., Brownstown, Ind. Uhlig, N. Paul, 609 Broad St., should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Heimgartner, Robert H., Golden, Ill. Jackson, Miss. 
Heumann, Fred W., em., 2006 Virginia Dr., 
Orlando, Fla. 


Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
Wenger, Arnold E., 5335 Turney Rd., 


way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
Garfield Heights, Ohio 


feltl | Venture of Fai 


Synod 
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tal 


he @® Where Synodical Conference Lutheran churches 
10 W in your city are located? In other cities? 


@ Time of their Sunday services? 
@ Telephone numbers of the pastors? 
All this valuable information at your finger tips in the 1957 


Lutheran Annual 


Also in the 257 Annual: 


Over 70 inspirational sub-— 
jects by Dr. John Theodore 

_ Mueller. Here are some of 

the titles: 


KEEPING GOD IN 
ADVERSITY - > 


A SOFT ANSWER 


THE VALUE OF 
APPRECIATION 


THE PRAYER OF | 
A CHILD 


- DOUBTFUL 
“AMUSEMENTS. 


FORGIVING AND 
FORGETTING 


WITNESSING FOR 
- CHRIST IN THE | 
HOME <t 
A PRAYER BEFORE AN 
OPERATION — 
PRAYING AND HOPING 


CIRCUS AND SUNDAY — 
SCHOOL ss’ 


TOO MUCH BAGGAGE 


PLUS THESE POPULAR FEATURES 


list of daily Bible readings 


1957 church calendar 
almanac information 


locations of staffs of charitable institutions 


hospice homes 
hospitals and many other similar agencies 
pages advertising quality church equipment and supplies 


statistics of the Synodical Conference and other Lutheran church bodies 


postal rules and regulations 


Order through your pastor, teacher, or dealer, or use the handy form ; 
below to order directly. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


3558 §. JEFFERSON AVENUE 


| 
} 
i] 
' St. Louis 18, Missouri 
i] 

' Please send me: 

! 


(ade) SaaS No. 51W1020, THE 1957 LUTHERAN ANNUAL 
@ $ .50 


ose a Se aes 


i] 
LIVING THE GOSPEL ope 
SERVING THT LORD IN oe 
HUMILITY | | ee 
. DEBT | ' Address 
i] 


HOPELESSLY \ 


City Zone State 


